
What’s On
April - June 2020





We’ve officially been in our new home in The Galleries for a year now, and 
what a brilliant year it’s been - thank you to everyone who’s attended one 
of our events and helped to grow our creative community. We hope 2020 is 

going to be even better!

We’ve got so many exciting events coming up over the next three months. In 
April we launch the Wigan Arts Award with an exhibition by local photographer 
Martin Holden, where you’ll be able to find out about Wigan’s cultural history 

and celebrate what it means to be a Wiganer. 

Following this we launch Future Human, a project which will see scientists, 
artists and technologists work with a group of young people to explore the 
endless possibilities for the future of humanity and Planet Earth. If you know 
a creative young person who’s interested in science and technology, send 

them our way - it’s not to be missed! 

We’re welcoming artists Anna FC Smith and Klaire Doyle with their life 
drawing classes every Tuesday, so if you’ve ever wanted to try it come along. 
Alongside our regular events we’ve got more maker workshops for grown-
ups than ever taking place this quarter - you can join us for pottery, mosaic 

crafting, jewellery making, and more. 

We hope you can join us over the next few months. Have a look - there’s
something for everyone.

The Wigan STEAM Team

Welcome to our April - June programme! 



EXHIBITION: OUR TOWN

EXHIBITION: OUR TOWN
Saturday 4th April 
- Saturday 9th May

Exhibition Launch Event:
Saturday 4th April 1pm - 3pm

We were recently commissioned by 
Wigan Council and Curious Minds 
to develop the Wigan Arts Award. 

The Wigan Arts Award celebrates 
what it means to be from the town 
that brought the world Wigan 
Casino, Theodore Major, Gandalf 
and The Verve. We’ve come along 
way from Orwell’s cinder paths and 
slag heaps, and a new generation 
is celebrating it’s own heritage 
and culture with organisations like 
The Fire Within, Wigan STEAM, The 
Turnpike and Cross Street Arts.      

To launch the Wigan Arts Award, 
we’re putting on an exhibition 
which will tell you all about Wigan’s 
cultural history, and inspire you to 
get out and about and find Wigan’s 
cultural landmarks. The show will 
feature some beautiful work by 
local photographer Martin Holden, 
who we commissioned to capture 
Wigan’s public art and cultural 
landmarks. 

Join us for the launch event on 
Saturday 4th April, 1pm - 3pm. 
There’ll be refreshments and free 
creative activities to enjoy for all 
ages.

This project is 
connected with 
Wigan Council’s 
Our Town 
campaign.
The Our Town 
campaign 

aims to bring people together to 
share their stories and to celebrate 
our borough, its heritage, its beauty 
and the people that make it great.
Find out more at: 
www.wigan.gov.uk/ourtown



OUR TOWN ART CAMP

OUR TOWN ART CAMP

Tuesday 7th April - 
Thursday 9th April
10am - 3pm each day 
£55 per person

To coincide with the Our Town 
exhibition, we’re holding Our Town 
Art Camp - three days jam-
packed full of creative activity to 
get you thinking about where you 
live, what you’d like it to be like 
in the future, and how you can 
create your own surroundings. 
During the camp, attendees will 
work with professional artists and 
try out lots of different art-making 
techniques such as painting, 
drawing, sculpture, collage, and 
more. Work produced during the 
camp will feature as part of the 
Our Town exhibition in the gallery 
too! It’s going to be so much fun so 
if you know a young artist get them 
signed up.

Children can be dropped off from 
9.30am and picked up anytime 
until 3.30pm. Snacks and drinks will 
be provided, but attendees should 
bring their own lunch.

Most suited to age 8+ 
Under 8s must be accompanied 
by an adult

Booking essential
Book via Eventbrite 
www.wigansteambookings.
eventbrite.co.uk



FUTURE HUMAN

We’re excited to be launching 
a new project this spring. The 
Future Human project will explore 
the endless possibilities for the 
future of humanity and Planet 
Earth, delving into the problems 
we might face as our species 
evolves, the climate continues 
to change, and technology 
advances at an ever-increasing 
rate.

EXHIBITION: FUTURE HUMAN
Saturday 13th June 
- Saturday 24th July 

Exhibition Launch Event:
Friday 12th June, 6.30pm - 
8.30pm

The Future Human exhibition will 
present the culmination of our 
Future Human project. Over two 
months, our young makers will 
work with scientists, technologists 
and artists to produce artwork 
that represents what they imagine 
the future will be like based on 
current scientific and technological 
research. The exhibition will 
present these artworks alongside 
documentation of the whole 
project. 

Join us for the launch of the 
exhibition where you’ll get to meet 
the artists and young people who 
produced the work and discover 
their imagined ideas for the 
future.

TALK: SPACE PORTS AND FUTURE 
TRAVEL WITH TRAINEE ASTRONAUT 
DR JACKIE BELL

Saturday 2nd May
1pm - 3pm
£2 per person 
Suitable for all ages
Children must be accompanied 
at all times 
Booking essential

Join trainee astronaut Dr Jackie 
Bell for an awe-inspiring talk about 
training to become an astronaut, 
the future of space travel and 
humans in space. You might 
recognise this special guest from 
the BBC Two series ‘Astronaut: Do 
you have what it takes?’! Tickets 
will go quick for this one so get 
booking if you’d like a spot!



FUTURE HUMAN CAMP

FUTURE HUMAN CAMP

Tuesday 14th - Thursday 16th April 
and Tuesday 26th - Thursday 
28th May 
10am - 3pm each day 
FREE / £24 refundable deposit on 
completion
Strictly age 12-16
Booking essential 

Know a creative young person 
who’s interested in science and 
technology? We’re looking for 
young people aged 11-17 to take 
part in our Future Human project.

Over a number of days during the 
Easter and May holidays, attendees 
will work with scientists and 
technologists to gather research 
about cutting-edge technologies 
and scientific evidence and 
theories that might give us a 
glimpse into the future. The group 
will then go on to produce artworks 
that represent their findings and 
imagined ideas for the future, in 
collaboration with a team of artists. 
Work produced by attendees will 
become part of a public exhibition 
in our gallery throughout June and 
July.

There’ll be allsorts to try out, from 
3D face scanning and robotics, to 
creating sculptures and drawing - 
it’s sure to be an inspiring project! 

Children can be dropped off from 
9.30am and picked up anytime 
until 3.30pm. Snacks and drinks will 
be provided, but attendees should 
bring their own lunch. Individuals 
must be able to attend all six days.

Book via Eventbrite 
www.wigansteambookings.
eventbrite.co.uk



MINI MAKERS
Every Wednesday 
Drop-in 10am-11:30pm
£2 per child 
Children must be accompanied at 
all times

Mini Makers is our weekly session 
for preschoolers to get creative and 
play. Each week our Engagement 
Coordinator Emily prepares a fun 
creative activity for little people 
and their grown-ups to enjoy 
together - activities are intended 
to encourage self-expression and 
the development of motor skills. 
Mini Makers is also an opportunity 
for children to develop social skills 
whilst making and playing with 
other similarly aged children (we 
have plenty of educational toys 
too!). For parents and guardians 
it’s a chance to grab a brew and 
socialise with other parents in a fun 
and engaging space. 

FAMILIES



FAMILIES

FAMILY ART CLUB 
Every Saturday 
1pm-3pm 
£2 per child 
Booking essential 
Most suited to age 8+, under 8s 
may need adult assistance
Children must be accompanied at 
all times

Family Art Club is our weekly 
session for families to spend 
quality time together whilst getting 
creative. Each week there will be an 
inspiring and fun creative activity 
for you to get stuck into. Think 
painting, drawing, giant sculpture 
making, clay building, textile 
weaving and more! All materials 
are included and no previous skills 
are required - just come along and 
have a go. 

We do something different each 
week - for full listings about content 
of the workshops please see our 
website.

Book via Eventbrite 
www.wigansteambookings.
eventbrite.co.uk



Please note that bookings will 
require a £5 deposit. This deposit 
will be returned when the young 
person has attended all six weeks. 
Please do not book unless your 
child is able to attend all six weeks.

CODE CLUB LEVEL THREE
Begins Saturday 23rd May for five 
weeks
10.30am - 12noon
FREE /£5 deposit returned upon 
completion of 6 week block
Strictly age 8-13
Booking essential 

Code Club is a global network of 
free coding clubs for children aged 
8-13 to learn to code. We believe 
in learning through making, and 
our coding projects offer young 
people plenty of opportunities 
to be creative and to share their 
creations with each other. Our 
Code Club is run by our brilliant 
team of volunteers who are all 
experienced coders, many of whom 
work in the tech industry. 

Coders work through a set of 
resources that will take them from 
Scratch through to HTML, Python 
and CSS. Code Club is delivered in 
six week blocks where participants 
attend based on their abilities. 

This cohort is for participants who 
have completed the beginner and 
intermediate courses, or who are 
at the point of moving on to learn 
text-based languages such as 
HTML, CSS, and Python. If you are 
unsure whether your child is at the 
required level to attend our level 
three cohort, please get in touch.

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE

DIGITAL MAKER DAY
Saturday 27th June 
1pm - 4pm
FREE 
Suitable for families with children 
age 8+
Children must be accompanied at 
all times
Booking essential 

Join us for a day of digital making  
on our Digital Maker Day where 
there will be lots of drop in activities 
to enjoy. There’ll be micro:bit 
coding, drawing robots, 3D printing 
and more to try out - come and 
join us!

Book via Eventbrite 
www.wigansteambookings.
eventbrite.co.uk





POTTERY EVENING
Every Monday
6:30pm-8:30pm
£60 per 6 weeks 
FREE for STEAM Shed members
18+
Booking essential - get in touch to 
be added onto our waiting list

Pottery Evening is a weekly session 
where you can come and play 
with clay guided by our ceramics 
expert Lizzie. From the start you’ll be 
encouraged to produce your own 
individual design ideas, and will be 
supported through the process of 
preparing the raw clay, sculpting 
your creation, glazing and finally 
firing your work. Each week Lizzie 
will demonstrate a new ceramic 
technique for you to add to your 
repertoire. 

If you’re interested in pottery, 
why not try our Springtime Vases 
workshop on Thursday 30th 
April, or our Boob Pot workshop 
on Thursday 25th June? More 
information is provided overleaf. 

MAKER NIGHT 
1st & 3rd Wednesday of every 
month
6:30pm-8:30pm
£5 per person 
FREE for STEAM Shed members
18+
Booking advised

Have a passion for pottery? An 
obsession with crochet? A love for 
laser cutting? Maker Night is an 
opportunity for makers of ALL kinds 
to share projects, get advice, and 
socialise with like-minded people. 
You’ll have access to our workshop 
and will be able to find out more 
about what facilities we have to 
offer, as well as ask any questions 
you have about joining us as a 
member.

If you are interested in coming 
along to Maker Night to use 
equipment such as our laser 
cutter, ceramics studio (including 
clay), or sublimation printer, you 
will need an induction before 
you can use these facilities 
independently. Inductions come 
as part of our membership, or you 
can book an individual induction 
for £15 - to book one contact us 
on hello@wigansteam.co.uk

GROWN-UPS



GROWN-UPS

ARTIST DISCUSSION
Tuesday 9th June
7pm - 9pm
FREE
18+
Booking advised

Bringing Artists of all creative 
backgrounds together to talk 
about their artistic practice, discuss 
ideas and projects, get friendly 
advice, network with other artists, 
collaborate, socialise and feel 
encouraged and inspired through 
peer support. 

For more information, please 
contact artistdiscussion@outlook.
com. Organised by Wigan-based 
Artist Liz Chapman in association 
with Cross Street Arts. (Volunteer-
led)

Book via Eventbrite
www.artistdiscussionwigan.
eventbrite.co.uk

LIFE DRAWING
Every Tuesday 
7pm - 9pm
£8 per person
16+
Booking advised

Wigan STEAM’s new life drawing 
sessions are hosted by experienced 
models and artists who will 
assist your creative practice and 
drawing techniques. All abilities 
are welcome so if you’re interested 
come and give it a go!

These sessions can help people to 
develop a portfolio of work, develop 
a creative style or simply offer a 
new hobby to anybody curious 
about Life Drawing. Participants 
should bring their own materials, 
such as sketchbooks and pencils.

Book via Eventbrite
www.lifedrawingwigan.eventbrite.
co.uk



Digital Imagination GROWN-UPS

MAKE A MOSAIC DOOR NUMBER
Thursday 28th May
6:30pm-8:30pm
£18 per person
18+ 
Booking Essential

Fancy giving your front door a 
refresh? In this workshop we’ll show 
you how to make a unique mosaic 
door number - from preparing 
and gluing the tiles, to grouting 
and polishing your finished piece. 
There’ll be lots of colours and tiles 
to choose from so you can make 
it completely your own. You’ll be 
provided with everything you need 
to make one (up to 3 digit) house 
number.

MAKE A SPRINGTIME VASE
Thursday 30th April
6:30pm-8:30pm
£18 per person 
18+
Booking essential 

Spring is just about here so why 
not join us in making a beautiful 
springtime vase to put some 
colourful flowers in? You’ll be 
guided through hand building a 
vase and then shown how to add a 
beautiful textured design by using 
real flowers and foliage. You’ll be 
provided with everything you need 
to make one medium sized vase. 

INTRO TO CROCHET 
Wednesday 20th May 
6:30pm-8:30pm
£5 per person 
FREE for STEAM Shed members
18+
Booking essential

Join our crocheter Louise for an 
introduction to the wonderful craft 
of crochet. You’ll be guided through 
the stitches needed to create 
a crochet classic - the granny 
square! If you’re struggling to 
master the craft and need some 
guidance, or you’ve never picked 
up a crochet hook before, this is a 
great opportunity to get on your 
way to making some beautiful 
creations!

JEWELLERY MAKING WITH 
LASERCUT CHARMS 
Thursday 14th May
6:30pm-8:30pm
£18 per person
18+ 
Booking Essential

In this workshop you’ll get to create 
a personalised necklace or pair of 
earrings as you’re guided through 
the basics of jewellery making with 
jump rings and lasercut charms. 
We’ll have a whole host of colourful 
shapes and letters cut out of 
perspex and wood, in order for you 
to make a truly unique piece of 
jewellery. We’ll even teach you how 
to add paint or ink to your charms 
to take your creativity to the next 
level. 



GROWN-UPS

MAKE A BOOB POT
Thursday 25th June
6:30pm-8:30pm
£18 per person 
18+
Booking essential

Join us for a relaxed evening and 
make a unique boob pot. You’ll 
be guided through the process of 
hand sculpting a pot using your 
own choice of clay. Afterwards you 
can use it to hold a plant, flowers, 
or even pens and pencils. You’ll be 
provided with everything you need 
to make one boob pot. Colour 
options will be available. 

Book via Eventbrite 
www.wigansteambookings.
eventbrite.co.uk

TEXTILE SCREENPRINTING
Thursday 4th June
6:30pm-8:30pm
£18 per person
18+ 
Booking Essential

Ever fancied having a go at printing 
your own t-shirts or bags? Now 
is your chance to find out how! In 
this two-hour workshop you’ll learn 
how to design and cut a stencil, 
and print your design onto fabric 
or tote-bags in a variety of colours 
(you might even mix your own!). 
We’ll have bags and fabric, but if 
you’d like to print your own t-shirt, 
bring one along. 



Digital Imagination 

THE STEAM SHED 

We’re passionate about building 
a supportive, inclusive community 
of makers, artists, crafters, and 
inventors who want to share skills, 
support each other, and have fun 
through making.

The STEAM Shed is our community 
makerspace, stocked with 
materials and fitted with equipment 
such as laser cutter, 3D printer, kiln, 
and sublimation printer. 
You can become a member for 
£30 per month. The membership 
fee not only gives you access 
to our facilities, but supports our 
community projects and goes 
towards making Wigan a better 
place to live. 

MEMBERSHIP

Membership is £30 per month, for 
this you get:

- Access to all equipment and 
materials free of any additional 
charge during our opening hours
- Free induction to all equipment
- Project storage space
- Access to a closed Facebook 
group
- Heavily discounted/free 
workshops
- Free entry to weekly Maker Nights
- First refusal for stalls at events 
such as STEAMFest (our yearly 
STEAM festival), and our bi-annual 
Maker Market.

MEMBERSHIP

WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER? 

If you are interested in joining as 
a member, pop in to pick up a 
membership pack or download it 
from The STEAM Shed page on our 
website. Have a read through our 
terms and conditions, and if you’re 
happy with everything, get in touch 
with us by either emailing us on 
hello@wigansteam.co.uk or just 
pop in and speak to a member of 
staff.



PARTIES AND EVENT HIRE

Hire Wigan STEAM for your event 

£50 per hour 
Tea, coffee and biscuits served 
once per hour - £2 per person

Our colourful and engaging 
workshop space is perfect to 
use for team building days, CPD 
sessions, and team meetings with 
a difference. Our space is equipped 
with a projector and screen, and 
tables and chairs that can seat up 
to twenty people. We can provide 
refreshments for an additional 
cost. If you’re interested in hiring 
our venue, please get in touch on 
hello@wigansteam.co.uk and we’ll 
see how we can help! 

CHILDRENS POTTERY PARTIES

£20 per person
Minimum booking - 6 people

Our children’s pottery parties led 
by our Engagement Coordinator 
Emily are a wonderful birthday 
celebration for creative young 
people. Attendees will each get 
to choose an ornament to paint 
from our extensive collection which 
includes dinosaurs, unicorns, cats, 
dogs, bedroom signs, money boxes 
and more. The birthday person will 
receive a gift from us and you’ll 
have exclusive use of our studio for 
two-hours.

ADULTS PAINT-A-POT PARTIES

£20 per person
Minimum booking - 6 people 

Our paint-a-pot parties are perfect 
for hen parties, baby showers, and 
grown-up birthday celebrations. 
Attendees will each get to choose 
an object to paint from our 
extensive range of trinket boxes, 
plates, mugs, teapots, money 
boxes and more, and will be given 
advice and guidance throughout 
the process to ensure you make 
something you’re really proud of! 
You’ll have exclusive use of our 
studio for two-hours and will have 
unlimited usage of our range of 
glazes and decorative effects. 

After something else?   

If you’d like to have a creative 
celebration at Wigan STEAM but 
you’re after something more 
tailored, please get in touch on 
hello@wigansteam.co.uk and we’ll 
see what we can do for you.



Pottery 
Evening

Every Monday
6.30pm - 8.30pm

Get in touch to be added 
to our waiting list

Ink Inc

Every Monday*
6.30pm - 8pm

£5pp

*during term time

Mini Makers 

Every Wednesday*
10am - 11.30am

£2 per child

*excluding 8th April, 15th 
April, 27th May

Life Class 

Every Tuesday*
7pm - 9pm

£8pp

*excluding excluding 21st 
April, 9th June

Family Art 
Club

Every Saturday
1pm - 3pm
£2 per child

Digital Imagination WEEKLY EVENTS

Book events online at: 

wigansteambookings.
eventbrite.co.uk

Or email us on 
hello@wigansteam.co.uk 

to make an enquiry



Weds 1st April 6.30pm-8.30pm Maker Night £5

Sat 4th April 1pm-3pm Our Town Exhibition Launch FREE

7th - 9th April 10am-3pm Our Town Art Camp £55

14th - 16th April 10am-3pm Future Human Camp FREE

Weds 15th April 6.30pm-8.30pm Maker Night £5

Thurs 30th April 6.30pm-8.30pm Springtime Vases £18

Sat 2nd May 1pm-3pm Talk with Dr Jackie Bell £2

Weds 6th May 6.30pm-8.30pm Maker Night £5

Thurs 14th May 6.30pm-8.30pm Jewellery Making £18

Weds 20th May 6.30pm-8.30pm Maker Night £5

Weds 20th May 6.30pm-8.30pm Intro to Crochet £5

Sat 23rd May 10.30am-12noon Code Club Level 3 FREE

26th - 28th May 10am-3pm Future Human Camp FREE

Thurs 28th May 6.30pm-8.30pm Mosaic Door Numbers £18

Sat 30th May 10.30am-12noon Code Club Level 3 FREE

Weds 3rd June 6.30pm-8.30pm Maker Night £5

Thurs 4th June 6.30pm-8.30pm Textile Screenprinting £18

Sat 6th June 10.30am-12noon Code Club Level 3 FREE

Tues 9th June 7pm-9pm Artist Discussion FREE

Fri 12th June 6.30pm-8.30pm Future Human Launch FREE

Sat 13th June 10.30am-12noon Code Club Level 3 FREE

Weds 17th June 6.30pm - 8.30pm Maker Night £5

Sat 20th June 10.30am - 12noon Code Club Level 3 FREE

Thurs 25th June 6.30pm - 8.30pm Make a Boob Pot £18

Sat 27th June 1pm - 4pm Digital Maker Day FREE

NON-WEEKLY EVENTS

Grown-ups Families Children and Young People 



Wigan STEAM
8 Hope Street
The Galleries
Wigan

Opening Times
Tuesday: 10am - 4pm
Wednesday: 10am - 4pm
Thursday: 10am - 4pm
Saturday - 11am - 3pm

Closed Monday, Friday, Sunday

Supported by:

hello@wigansteam.co.uk
www.wigansteam.co.uk

VISITOR INFORMATION

These opening times are 
subject to change. Please 
check before travelling if you 
intend to visit us. 


